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HEALTH — COMMONWEALTH FUNDING 

372. Ms J.M. FREEMAN to the Minister for Health: 
Before I ask my question, can I please recognise the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander leadership program, 
hosted by the Australian Council of Trade Unions and UnionsWA. We are pleased to have you at the 
WA Parliament. 
I refer to Western Australia’s unfair share of federal health funding, and the federal government’s lack of action 
in proving an adequate number of magnetic resonance imaging—MRI—machines. Can the minister outline to the 
house the impact this lack of fairness and action is having on Western Australians, particularly those in regional 
areas such as Kalgoorlie? 

Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I thank the member for the question. It is a beaut because at its kernel are issues that impact on all of us as 
Western Australians. Measured against a number of factors, including Medicare per person, the pharmaceutical 
benefits scheme, aged-care beds and general practitioner numbers, Western Australia currently does not get its fair 
share of the healthcare dollar from the commonwealth. Western Australia is missing out on almost $1 billion a year 
in healthcare funding from the federal government. On a per capita basis, that means that $277 a person less than 
the national average comes to Western Australia from the federal government. For instance, Western Australians 
receive only $670 a person in Medicare rebates, compared with $844 nationally. This represents health resources 
of about $1 billion a year that do not get to Western Australians. 

As highlighted by the question from the member for Mirrabooka, another area in which WA patients are missing 
out is the failure of the federal Liberal Turnbull government to provide full Medicare access to MRI services across 
the states. MRI licences are either fully or partially Medicare-eligible units for rebates allocated against these 
machines funded by the commonwealth government. All scans undertaken on a fully licensed machine are covered 
by Medicare. So the importance of having an MRI machine in a town is more underpinned by the need for the 
commonwealth government to provide a federal licence. Federal licences were originally introduced by Labor. 
There were 230 licences, and hundreds of communities benefited from early detection and diagnosis of disease. 
Since the time of the Liberal Turnbull government, only four MRI licences have been issued in the last five years. 
There is a significant need to increase the number of licences. 

I am delighted that yesterday Bill Shorten announced that if elected, a federal Labor government will grant 
Kalgoorlie a Medicare-subsidised MRI licence—the first of 20 it will deliver nationwide. This will complement 
our election commitment to purchase and install an MRI machine at Kalgoorlie Health Campus. I am sorry that 
the member for Kalgoorlie is not in the chamber today—or maybe he is on this side. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.H. COOK: He should be, because the member for Kalgoorlie knows that it is in the best interests of patients 
in his electorate that a Shorten Labor government be elected. If Labor is elected federally, we know that people in 
Kalgoorlie who currently have to travel 600 kilometres to Perth to reach the closest Medicare-subsidised machine 
will be able to access commonwealth-funded, Medicare-underwritten MRI services in Kalgoorlie. It will have 
a huge impact and benefit for the people of Kalgoorlie. The McGowan Labor government is committed to 
delivering an MRI in Kalgoorlie, and we are well on our way to making good on that commitment. What will bring 
that commitment to life is the granting of an MRI licence in Kalgoorlie. There is only one way we can get that—
through the election of a Bill Shorten Labor government. 
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